Arts and Media at NMIT ‐ History
Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology has a long history of involvement in arts education. Programmes have been developed to cater for the changing needs of a region well known for its vibrant arts communities.
2011
· June 2011 the new Arts & Media building won the Award of Excellence in Education and Arts Category at the 2011 Property Council of New Zealand Awards
· 31 March 2011 the new Arts & Media building was officially opened by Education Minister Stephen Joyce 
· 24 January 2011 the new Arts & Media Building was blessed
2010
· Construction of the new Arts and Media building commenced.
· Progressive phasing in of BA&M and DA&M continued.
2009
· A Nelson based team of Irving Smith Jack Architects Ltd and multi‐disciplinary engineers Aurecon, won the design competition against a formidable array of top design teams from throughout New Zealand. 
· The project partners and suppliers were confirmed and a series of peer reviews including Dunning Thornton Consultants and the University of Canterbury began, due to the world first nature of the project.
· The Bachelor of Arts and Media degree started in 2009 with two majors – one in Visual Arts and Design and one in Creative Writing.
· The Diploma in Graphics and Multimedia became an embedded qualification within the Diploma in Arts and Media programme, and Contemporary Music was in full swing with students at both levels 4 and 5.
· Courses were shared between the different qualifications, so there is the flexibility for students to choose the study
pathway that suits their needs within the integrated suite of Arts and Media programmes.
· Staffing levels were reviewed and academic and allied staff numbers were reduced.
· The decision was made to cease delivery of the DA&M in Marlborough from the end of 2009.
2008
· Discussions were held around design concepts for the new Arts & Media Building between NMIT managers, Arts and Media staff and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF). 
· A competition for the design was created stipulating that the building must be sustainable, local and substantially made of wood. In partnership, MAF and NMIT offered a national design competition, with MAF providing $1m towards construction costs as the prize.
· During 2008 all the courses contained within the rubric of Arts and Media School were rationalised: This led to the development of the Bachelor of Arts and Media degree (phased in from 2009) which included a Visual Arts and Design major and a Creative Writing major.
· Studio courses in Creative Writing, Digital Audio and Video were added, and Contemporary Music courses were added at levels 4 and 5.
· Qualifications specialising in Contemporary Music and Creative Writing were incorporated.
· Theory courses relating to Creative Writing were added to all levels; and theory courses relating to Contemporary Music were added at levels 4 and 5.
· Contemporary Music specialisation was now available to diploma level 5.
· Creative Writing specialisation was now available to Level 7.
· The increased number of studio courses also enhanced the elective choices for all students; while increasing the number of studio choices for those students studying Visual Arts and Design.
· The seamless transition between the diploma and degree programmes was strengthened in these redeveloped programmes.
· The potential for cross-disciplinary or collaborative studio practice was enhanced.
· The Visual Arts and Design studios moved away from a discipline focused methodology of teaching and learning towards an ‘open studio’ model of teaching and learning.
· Some students were now engaged primarily in Music or Creative writing or Digital Media rather that just Art and Design as in the past.
· The 2008 redevelopments included the moving of the Diploma in Graphics and Multi Media (DGMM) qualification across to the School of Arts and Media from the start of 2009. This meant the addition of such digital courses as Web Design Principles, Computer Systems for Graphics and Multimedia, Graphics & Multimedia Development 2-D and 3-D (Animation).
· 2008 also saw the development of a Concept Plan for introducing certificate and diploma qualifications in Performing Arts which could sit in a similar way as Contemporary Music does in relation to the degree. This initiative is currently on hold but may be picked up for the future.
2007
· The board of NMIT signed off capital expenditure to develop a new purpose‐built Arts and Media building.
· Certificates in Television Production and National Certificate in Film and Television (Level 4) were phased out to be replaced by video components in the Audio Visual courses in the new Arts and Media programmes.
· Certificate in Radio (Level 4) and National Certificate in Radio (Foundation Skills) (Level 3) were phased out to be replaced by audio components in the Audio Visual courses in the new Arts and Media programmes.
2006
· The 2006 redevelopment of the Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design brought the first, second and third years of the degree into the NMIT 15 credit model and simultaneously brought Level 5 and 6 of the diploma into alignment.
· The redevelopment of the Visual Arts and Design degree enabled a seamless transition between the Diploma of Visual Arts and Design and the degree, and generally improved the flexibility of learning for students.
· It also further improved the range of media available, including enhanced design components, digital media technologies, and graphics components.
· The one year full-time Diploma in Creative Writing (Level 5) was offered for the first time.
2005
· In 2005 the redevelopments of both the degree and diploma programme followed in a very similar vein to the changes made in 2003.
· The redevelopment of Level 4 of the Diploma of Art and Design (July 05) brought the first year of the diploma into the NMIT model of eight semestered 15 credit courses for a full-time course of study.
· The first semestered courses of creative writing were offered as a prelude to the introduction of the NMIT Diploma in Creative Writing (Creative Writing short courses and workshops had previously been offered over a number of years)
2003
·  In 2003, a further development of the BVA was the next step in improving and consolidating the suite of programmes provided by the School of Arts, and increasing their financial stability.
· Studio options were made broader, offering the chance for students to move in a variety of directions and across disciplines.
· There was a move towards installing up to date computers and relevant software and introducing students to the digital environment.
· The redeveloped programme allowed for more than just the painters to be accommodated in the BVA and captured more CVA graduates.
· Links between the diploma and degree programmes were cemented to enable students to move from the final year of the DAD (Level 6) to the final year of the BVA (Level 7).
· Courses were re-packaged into 15 credits (or multiples of).
· Links with local craftspeople, artists, galleries, arts facilitators, and arts educators were maintained and strengthened to ensure the restructured BVA would be supported.

2002
· In 2002 the Diploma in Art and Design (DAD) programme (level 4 to level 6) was developed out of the continued commitment to art, craft and design education.
· A substantial number of the courses in the DAD programme were taken directly from those of the first two years of the BVA programme, and the DAD incorporated the existing Certificate in Visual Arts (CVA) level 4 programme.
· The diploma courses provided sound learning for the students starting at an introductory level, while regrouping them made the courses more marketable, more accessible and more flexible.
2000
· In 2000, in response to student demand and changes in Government funding for diploma programmes, the Bachelor of Visual Arts (BVA) degree programme was introduced to replace both diplomas.
· The first degree students specialised in Painting.
1990s
· In 1990 the structure of these programmes was changed to a one-year Foundation in the Visual Arts (now the Certificate in Visual Arts) and a three-year Diploma in Craft Design. In 1992, the Diploma in Craft Design was renamed the Diploma in Visual Arts.
· Majors in painting, textiles, ceramics, woods and jewellery were introduced to the diploma programmes at that point, and students were taken to Level 7 - an advanced level of knowledge and skill.
· The Craft Design Department became the School of Visual Arts within the Faculty of Design and Technology as a result of Polytechnic-wide restructuring in 1992.
· A two-year Certificate in Fashion and Textiles was introduced in 1993 followed by the introduction of a three-year Diploma in Fashion and Textiles in 1995.
· Many of the graduates from these arts and crafts design programmes are now well established in the productive creative industries of the region.
· Certificates in Radio, Television Production and National Certificate in Film and Television (Level 4) were Introduced
1980s
· A two-year Diploma in Handwoven Textiles was offered from 1989 to 1992.
· The Craft Design Department was established in 1986.
· In 1986 a two-year Certificate in Craft Design was established, followed by a two-year Diploma in Craft Design in 1988.
1970s
· In the 1970s there was a growing interest in quality authentic heritage arts and crafts, and the Nelson district had become home to a number of highly skilled craftspeople from different parts of Europe and Scandinavia who had come to build creative lifestyles in this beautiful ‘unspoiled’ part of the world. Several passed their skills on through teaching at Nelson Polytechnic (the predecessor to NMIT).
· The Polytechnic began offering programmes in hand woven textiles in 1974 together with a range of part-time courses in various crafts.

Summary phasing in of new qualifications 2007 - 2011:
 Visual Arts and Design
 Certificate in Visual Arts and Design phased out 2007
 Diploma in Visual Arts and Design phased out 2007 – 2009
 Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design phased out 2008 – 2010
 Certificate in Arts and Media (Visual Arts and Design) phased in 2008
 Diploma in Arts and Media (Visual Arts and Design) phasing in 2008 – 2010
 Bachelor of Arts and Media (Visual Arts and Design) phasing in 2009 - 2011
 Creative Writing
 Diploma in Creative Writing phasing out 2008 – 2010
 Certificate in Arts and Media (Creative Writing) phasing in 2009
 Diploma in Arts and Media (Creative Writing) phasing in 2008 – 2010
 Bachelor of Arts and Media (Creative Writing) phasing in 2009 - 2011
 Media
 Certificates in Television Production and Radio phased out 2007
 Diploma in Arts and Media (Visual Arts and Design) phasing in 2008 – 2010
 Bachelor of Arts and Media (Visual Arts and Design) phasing in 2009 – 2011
 Diploma in Graphics and Multimedia moved into the Diploma in Arts and Media in 2009
 Contemporary Music
 Nelson School of Music Contemporary Music programmes phased out 2007
 Certificate in Arts and Media (Contemporary Music) phased in 2008
 Diploma in Arts and Media (Contemporary Music) phased in 2008 – 2009
